Regular Council Meeting

Of the

Latta Town Council

January 13, 2011
7:00 PM

The Latta Town Council held a regular meeting at 7:00 pm on Thursday, January 13, 2011.  The following were present:  Councilmembers Reaves, Lane, Williams, Stoops, Mason, and Mayor Brigman.  Mayor Brigman opened with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by prayer.
Minutes of Regular Meeting, December 9, 2010.
Councilman Mason made a motion to accept the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of December 9, 2010.   Councilman Stoops seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
Minutes of Special Meeting, December 30, 2010.
Councilman Stoops made a motion to accept the minutes of the Special Council Meeting of December 30, 2010.  Councilwoman Williams seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
Minutes of Special Meeting, January 6, 2011.
Councilwoman Williams made a motion to accept the minutes of the Special Council Meeting of January 6, 2011.  Councilman Reaves seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
Election of Mayor Pro-Tem.

The Mayor advised Council that 2010 was not an election year and that the election of a Mayor Pro-Tem was not necessary and that Councilman Stoops would continue to serve.

Executive Session to Discuss a Contractual/Personnel Matter.
Councilman Stoops made a motion to enter into executive session in order to discuss a contractual/personnel matter.  Councilman Reaves seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
Council entered Executive Session at 7:04 PM.

Council returned to Regular Session at 7:21 PM.
Henry Brunson, Chief – Latta Fire Department.
Mayor Brigman recognized Henry Brunson, Chief of the Latta Fire Department.  Mr. Brunson stated that the Fire Department had applied for a matching grant from the Forestry Service in order to purchase a skid unit.  He advised Council that Dillon County Council had agreed to match the anticipated $5000.00 grant amount; however, the Fire Department only received $3000.00 in grant funding.  He stated that the cost of the skid unit would be around $10,000.00.  Mr. Brunson asked Council to consider giving the Fire Department $1000.00 towards the purchase if the County Council would still provide $5000.00.  Following a brief discussion, the Mayor advised Mr. Brunson to confirm what the County Council would be willing to do and to come back to the Council.
Mayoral Report
Mayor Brigman advised Council that she was awaiting bids for the replanting under the Forestry Grant.  She also stated that she had obtained the necessary signature to receive reimbursement for the tree cutting and pruning.

Department Reports
Bobby Powers – Chief of Police – not present.
James Bailey – Water/Sewer/Street Departments – not present. 
Ann Jackson – Parks and Recreation – not present.
Ernest Barrentine – Clerk/Treasurer presented Council with a written report.  

Council Reports
Councilman Reaves – No report.
Councilman Lane stated that the C. B. Allen house on Highway 301 had burned several months ago.  Councilman Lane asked if the property was going to be cleaned up.  Mayor Brigman stated that the matter was still under investigation by SLED and that nothing could be done until the investigation was concluded.  She stated that she would write SLED and inquire into the status of the investigation and advise them of the Town’s concern.
Councilman Lane stated that a couple of months ago he had requested a copy of the procedures for handling payment in the Town Hall.  Mayor Brigman stated that there was a procedure for receiving payments but that she had also submitted a list of procedures for the Town Hall to Wanda Hyatt for review, but Mrs. Hyatt has been out of work due to surgery.  Mayor stated that Council needed to schedule a working session in order to continue work on the Five-Year Strategic Plan.  Discussion followed.  The Mayor stated that Council would meet on January 27, 2011, at 7:00 PM for a working session. 
Councilwoman Williams thanked the citizens for coming to the meeting.
Councilman Stoops stated that he was impressed that the Sanitation Department had collected trash only a day late with all the snow and ice.
Councilman Mason – no report.
Who-So-Ever-Will
No one wished to address Council.
Councilwoman Williams made a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Stoops seconded the motion. The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
Meeting adjourned at 8:44 PM.
