Regular Council Meeting

Of the

Latta Town Council

March 10, 2011
7:00 PM

The Latta Town Council held a regular meeting at 7:00 pm on Thursday, March 10, 2011.  The following were present:  Councilmembers Reaves, Lane, Drawhorn, Stoops, Mason, and Mayor Brigman.  Mayor Brigman opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by prayer. 
Minutes of Regular Meeting, February 10, 2011.
Councilman Drawhorn made a motion to accept the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of February 10, 2011.   Councilman Stoops seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
Minutes of Working Session, March 1, 2011.
Councilman Mason made a motion to accept the minutes of the Working Session of 
March 1, 2011.  Councilman Drawhorn seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Nay, Lane – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed.

Mike Hanna – B. P. Barber.

Mayor Brigman recognized Mike Hanna and Ryan Hayes of B. P. Barber.  Mr. Hanna advised that there were three matters that he needed to discuss with Council.  He stated that the first matter involved highway projects in the area that are related to I-73.  He advised Council that the intersection of Highways 301 and 501 were being revamped and would affect the Town’s water and sewer lines in the area.  Mr. Hanna estimated the cost to move the lines would be around $617,000.00.  He asked Council for approval to start looking for financing on behalf of the Town.  Discussion followed.
Councilwoman Williams entered at 7:09 pm.

Councilman Drawhorn made a motion to allow B. P. Barber to pursue funding for the relocation of the lines related to the highway project.  Councilman Reaves seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
Mr. Hanna also provided Council with an update on the Water Treatment Plant.  He stated that it was 90% - 95% complete and that testing had begun two days ago.  He also stated that the treatment process was removing nearly 100% of the iron.  He advised Council that the contractor that is building the plant is three month overdue.  He stated that the contract with the contractor contains a clause which allows the Town to charge him $500.00 per day for each day that the contractor is over due on completion.  Mr. Hanna advised Council that a decision will need to be made of whether or not to enforce the clause.  Discussion followed.
Mr. Hanna also advised Council that an electrical problem existed at the Water Treatment Plant.  He stated that he has spoken with Progress Energy.  He stated that the electric current is imbalanced and that the pump motor manufacturer would not warranty the pump with the existence of the imbalance.  Discussion followed.

Mayor Brigman requested an executive session in order to receive legal advice.  Councilman Stoops made a motion to enter executive session in order to receive legal advice.  Councilwoman Williams seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
Council entered into executive session at 7:32 pm.

Councilwoman Williams recused herself at 7:40 pm and left Council Chambers.

Council returned to regular session at 7:44 pm.

Councilwoman Williams returned to Council Chambers at 7:44 pm.
First Reading of Ordinance 2011.01 – ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF LATTA, SOUTH CAROLINA, TO AMEND RATE CLASS 7 OF THE RATE CLASSIFICATION INDES OF THE BUSINESS LICENSE ORDINANCE OF 1996 (ORDINANCE 96-002 AND AS CODIFIED IN SECTION 5.04 OF THE MUNCIPAL CODE).  Councilman Mason made a motion to table Ordinance 2011.01.  Councilman Drawhorn seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
First Reading of Ordinance 2011.02 – ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF LATTA, SOUTH CAROLINA, TO AMEND THE REAL ESTATE SUBSECTION OF SECTION “R” OF THE ALPHABETICAL BUSINESS CLASSIFICATION INDEX OF THE BUSINESS LICENSE ORDINANCE OF 1996 (ORDINANCE 96-002 AND AS CODIFIED IN SECTION 5.04 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE).  Councilman Mason made a motion to table Ordinance 2011.01.  Councilman Drawhorn seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
First Reading of Ordinance 2011.03 – ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF LATTA, SOUTH CAROLINA, TO AMEND SECTION 3.12.010 PURCHASES LESS THAN FIFTY DOLLARS OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE.  Councilwoman Williams made a motion to accept the First Reading of Ordinance 2011.03.  Councilman Stoops seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
First Reading of Ordinance 2011.04 – ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF LATTA, SOUTH CAROLINA, TO AMEND SECTION 3.12.020 PURCHASES OF FIFTY DOLLARS, BUT LESS THAN ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE.  Councilman Drawhorn made a motion to accept the First Reading of Ordinance 2011.04.  Councilman Stoops seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
First Reading of Ordinance 2011.05 – ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF LATTA, SOUTH CAROLINA, TO AMEND SECTION 3.12.030 PURCHASES MORE THAN ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE.  Councilman Drawhorn made a motion to accept the First Reading of Ordinance 2011.05.  Councilman Stoops seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
First Reading of Ordinance 2011.06 – ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF LATTA, SOUTH CAROLINA, TO AMEND SECTION 3.12.040 REPAIRS TO BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE.  Councilman Stoops made a motion to accept the First Reading of Ordinance 2011.06.  Councilman Mason seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
Resolution 2011.02 – RESOLUTION TO IMPLEMENT THE LOCAL ACCOMMODATIONS TAX OF 3% FOR THE TOWN OF LATTA, SOUTH CAROLINA.  Councilman Stoops made a motion to accept Resolution 2011.02.  Councilwoman Williams seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
Resolution 2011.03 – RESOLUTION TO IMPLEMENT THE LOCAL HOSPITALITY  TAX ON THE SALE OF PREPARED MEALS AND BEVERAGES IN ESTABLISHMENTS OF 2% FOR THE TOWN OF LATTA, SOUTH CAROLINA.

Councilman Stoops made a motion to accept Resolution 2011.03.  Councilwoman Williams seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Nay, 

Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed.
Resolution 2011.04 – RESOLUTION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA PLAN OF BENEFITS FOR THE TOWN OF LATTA, SOUTH CAROLINA.
Councilman Mason made a motion to accept Resolution 2011.04.  Councilman Drawhorn seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, 

Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
Mayoral Report
Mayor Brigman asked Council to go by and look at the Water Treatment Facility.
Mayor Brigman advised Council that the Forestry Commission was make its final visitation on Tuesday to approve the planting of the trees by the Forestry Service Grant.

Mayor Brigman stated that a large trash receptacle will be placed on the town lot behind Kannaday’s Funeral Home on April 1st.  Citizens may take larger items to the receptacle that are not picked up during regular garbage collection.  She also reminded Council that the Town Clean Up is April 9, 2011.

Department Reports
Bobby Power – Police Department presented Council with a written report.  He advised Council that a Neighborhood Watch meeting was held in late February and reported a good turnout.  He stated that a town wide meeting was scheduled for April 19, 2011, at the Community Center at 6:30 pm.  Chief Powers further stated that the Neighborhood Watch was planning to have a table at Springfest to advertise the program and to pass out pamphlets.  Councilman Lane thanked the Chief for contacting the property owner with the tires on his property.
James Bailey – Water/Sewer/Street Departments stated the department had responded to 45 service calls, 6 sewer blockages, and repaired 4 water leaks during the past month.  He stated that the Department had been working on the Main Street drainage and had started cutting grass.  He stated that he has been working at the new water plant and had been going through some training.  Discussion followed.
Ann Jackson – Parks and Recreation was not present.
Ernest Barrentine – Clerk/Treasurer presented Council with a written report and reviewed it.  

Council Reports
Councilman Reaves – no report.
Councilman Lane advised Council that two street lamps were out on Main Street and there was a water leak in the alley way beside the Marion Medical Group office.  He further stated that there were two street lamps out on Railroad Avenue and two others on the opposite side that burn day and night.  Mr. Bailey advised Council that the wiring needs to be replaced on the Town Hall side and the sensor and wiring need to be replaced on the Railroad Park side.
Councilwoman Williams – no report.
Councilman Stoops – no report
Councilman Drawhorn stated that the Senior Citizens group was having a problem staying warm at the Art Center.  Discussion followed.  
Councilman Drawhorn further stated that he had heard several compliments on the garbage collection over the last three weeks.

Councilman Mason stated that the concrete and drainage work around the concession stand at Academy Street Park had been completed.
Who-So-Ever-Will
Mike Griffey of Church Street stated that he realized that the Town is always looking for money.  He stated that it wasn’t easy to get people to come to Latta and the enactment of the Hospitality and Accommodation Taxes would add $10.00 to the bill of his overnight guests.  He stated that it was not fair to single out a small group of businesses and that the Town would probably see an unintended consequence.  Discussion followed.
Councilman Drawhorn made a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Stoops seconded the motion. The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye,  Drawhorn – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
Meeting adjourned at 8:23 PM.
