Regular Council Meeting

Of the

Latta Town Council

April 14, 2011
7:00 PM

The Latta Town Council held a regular meeting at 7:00 pm on Thursday, April 14, 2011.  The following were present:  Councilmembers Reaves, Lane, Williams, Stoops, Mason, and Mayor Brigman.  Mayor Brigman opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by prayer. 
Councilman Drawhorn entered at 7:03 pm.
Minutes of Regular Meeting, March 10, 2011.
Councilman Mason made a motion to accept the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of March 10, 2011.   Councilwoman Stoops seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
Minutes of Special Council Meeting, March 22, 2011.
Councilman Stoops made a motion to accept the minutes of the Special Council Meeting of 
March 22, 2011.  Councilman Mason seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Abstained, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed.
Second Reading of Ordinance 2011.03 – ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF LATTA, SOUTH CAROLINA, TO AMEND SECTION 3.12.010 PURCHASES LESS THAN FIFTY DOLLARS OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE.  Councilman Drawhorn made a motion to accept the Second Reading of Ordinance 2011.03.  Councilman Stoops seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
Second Reading of Ordinance 2011.04 – ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF LATTA, SOUTH CAROLINA, TO AMEND SECTION 3.12.020 PURCHASES OF FIFTY DOLLARS, BUT LESS THAN ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE.  Councilman Stoops made a motion to accept the Second Reading of Ordinance 2011.04.  Councilman Drawhorn seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
Second Reading of Ordinance 2011.05 – ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF LATTA, SOUTH CAROLINA, TO AMEND SECTION 3.12.030 PURCHASES MORE THAN ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE.  Councilman Drawhorn made a motion to accept the Second Reading of Ordinance 2011.05.  Councilman Stoops seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
Second Reading of Ordinance 2011.06 – ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF LATTA, SOUTH CAROLINA, TO AMEND SECTION 3.12.040 REPAIRS TO BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE.  Councilman Drawhorn made a motion to accept the Second Reading of Ordinance 2011.06.  Councilwoman Williams seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
First Reading of Ordinance 2011.07 – FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION ORDINANCE.  Mayor Brigman advised Council that Ordinance 2011.07 – Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance was being revised due to some errors that were discovered in the text and that Council would consider it at a later date.
Alvin Wilson – Appointment to the Latta Fire Department.

Mayor Brigman recognized Charles Bridgers, Captain of the Latta Fire Department.  Mr. Bridgers introduced Alvin Wilson to the Council.  Mr. Wilson stated that he had been a volunteer fireman in New York and had moved to the Latta area.  Discussion followed.  Councilman Drawhorn made a motion to appoint Alvin Wilson to the Latta Fire Department.  Councilman Mason seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
Mayoral Report
Mayor Brigman recognized James Price of the Sons of Confederate Veterans.  Mr. Price requested permission from Council to use Veterans’ Park for a Confederate Memorial Day service on May 1, 2011, at 3:00 pm.  Discussion followed.  Council expressed a verbal consensus for the Sons of Confederate Veterans to use Veterans’ Park for the Confederate Memorial Day service.  Mr. Price also invited Council to stop by the Sons of Confederate Veterans booth at Springfest to see the living history exhibit.
Mayor Brigman also reminded Council that Springfest was Saturday, April 16, 2011.

Mayor Brigman also thanked Councilmembers who participated in the Town Clean-Up Day on April 9, 2011.  She also thanked the Town workers who also worked that day.

Mayor Brigman advised Council that the final report to the Forestry Commission was accepted and the reimbursement would be issued soon.
Mayor Brigman stated that she had attended a meeting concerning the relocation of Town lines due to the I-73 project.  She stated that the meeting was initiated by Senator Kent Williams.  The Mayor stated that Representative Hayes, representatives from the Department of Transportation, and representatives from the USDA were present.  She stated that the Town would be receiving help in relocating the lines.  She further stated that she had written area representatives asking for assistance.  Mayor Brigman further stated that she was waiting for Johnny Brown with Pee Dee COG to return her call regarding possible financing the line relocation.  Discussion followed.

Mayor Brigman reminded Council that the Groundbreaking Ceremony for the Early Childhood Center would be Monday, April 18, 2011, at 8:30 am.

Mayor Brigman advised Council that a meeting with local merchants that would be affected by the Local Hospitality and Accommodations Taxes has been scheduled for Tuesday, April 19, 2011, at 3:00 pm, at the Town Hall.

Mayor Brigman stated that a representative from the State Employee Insurance Program will be here on Wednesday, April 20, 2011, to help enroll employees. 

Department Reports
Bobby Powers – Police Department presented Council with a written report.  He advised Council that the Neighborhood Watch would be holding a Town wide meeting on April 19, 2011, at 6:30 pm, at the Community Center.  He also stated that a group had volunteered to man a table at Springfest in order to provide information to the public on the neighborhood watch.
Chief Powers advised Council that Valerie Rogers had withdrawn from the South Carolina Police Academy and has been replaced with Robert McMillan who is a certified officer.  Discussion followed.

James Bailey – Water/Sewer/Street Departments was not present.  Mayor Brigman advised Council that Mr. Bailey was on the street getting ready for Springfest.  She stated that the new leaf machine had been purchased and the department was saving on fuel expenses with the new machine.  Mayor Brigman also updated Council on the progress at the new water treatment plant.  
Ann Jackson – Parks and Recreation was not present but had presented Council with a written report.  Mayor Brigman stated that lightning had hit some trees and both scoreboards at the Academy Street Park.  She stated that quotes were being sought for repairing the scoreboards.
Ernest Barrentine – Clerk/Treasurer presented Council with a written report and updated Council on the State Employee Insurance Program.  

Council Reports
Councilman Reaves – no report.
Councilman Lane thanked the Town employees for preparing the Town for Springfest.  Councilman Lane stated that he had a question regarding the Special Council Meeting of March 22, 2011, where Council received legal advice.  Discussion followed regarding business licenses for rental property.  Councilman Lane stated that the Town needed every opportunity to increase revenue.  Councilman Lane made a motion to take Ordinance 2011.01 and Ordinance 2011.02 off the table for discussion.  Councilman Mason seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Nay, Brigman – Nay, Stoops – Nay, Drawhorn – Nay, and Mason – Aye.  Motion failed.  Discussion followed.  Councilwoman Williams made a motion to take Ordinance 2011.01 and Ordinance 2011.02 off the table.  Councilman Stoops seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Nay, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Abstained, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed.
Councilman Stoops made a motion to kill Ordinance 2011.01 and Ordinance 2011.02.  Councilwoman Williams seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Nay, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed.
Councilwoman Williams thanked everyone for attending and those who helped during the Clean-Up Day.
Councilman Stoops stated that he had been busy that last couple of months.  He stated that he will be meeting with Tyler June and Ann Jackson on Monday regarding Mr. June’s Eagle Scout Project.  Councilman Stoops also stated that he will be at the neighborhood watch meeting.
Councilman Drawhorn thanked all the employees for their hard work.  He also advised Council that Mr. Stacey Johnson was absent tonight because he had surgery yesterday and was still in the hospital.
Councilman Drawhorn asked if there were going to be any planned activities at Henry Street Park.  He further stated that the park was beginning to get busy.

Councilman Drawhorn stated that he had been approached by the Senior Citizens again concerning the Art Center.  Discussion followed.  Councilwoman Williams made a motion to obtain a quote on getting the heating and air conditioning fixed at the Art Center.  Councilman Drawhorn seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
Councilwoman Williams suggested that the Senior Citizens sell some of the crafts they were making in order to obtain some financing.

Councilman Drawhorn stated that it was springtime and that the Town needed to start looking at the lots and old houses again and continue what had been started.  Mayor stated that Chief Powers had sent out a letter to property owners last week.

Councilman Drawhorn stated that he would like a map showing the Town limits because the Town Limit signs had been moved again.  Mayor advised Councilman Drawhorn that maps were available in the office.

Councilman Mason stated that he had spoken with Street Department Employees and that they were very pleased with the new vacuum and truck.  Councilman Mason also asked if the Council was going to get a tour of the new water treatment plant.  The Mayor stated that a dedication ceremony was being planned and that a tour would be part of the activities.
Councilman Mason stated that an ordinance about dogs will probably need to be looked at and that he would look into it.  Discussion followed.

Councilman Lane asked if the completion date for water treatment plant was known.  The Mayor stated that it was still undecided while the power problem was still being monitored.  Discussion followed concerning the penalty for being behind schedule.

Who-So-Ever-Will
Lafon Legette, Jr., suggested that Town Council meeting be posted on the Town Marquee on the Monday before the meeting.  He also suggested moving the Who-So-Ever-Will to the beginning of the agenda instead of the end.
Mr. Legette stated that the Senior Citizens had approached him about renting his empty office building on Mauldin Street.  Discussion followed.  He stated that the County needed to do something with the old health department.  He also encouraged Council to continue to do a good job.

Ann Jackson asked about a dog ordinance for Academy Street Park for Pit Bull Dogs.  Discussion followed.

Ms. Jackson also advised Council that someone had called about softball games at Henry Street Park.  She stated that no one has gone through the Recreation Department to arrange the games.  Discussion followed.

Councilman Stoops made a motion to adjourn.  Councilwoman Williams seconded the motion. The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
Meeting adjourned at 8:27 PM.
