Regular Council Meeting

of the 

Latta Town Council

June 9, 2011

7:00 PM

The Latta Town Council held a regular meeting at 7:00 pm on Thursday, June 9, 2011.  The following were present:  Councilmembers Reaves, Lane, Williams, Stoops, Mason, and Mayor Brigman.  Mayor Briman called the meeting to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and prayer.

Councilman Drawhorn entered at 7:01 pm.

Minutes from Regular Council Meeting, May 12, 2011.  Councilman Lane made a motion to accept the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of May 12, 2011.  Councilman Stoops seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.

Second Reading of Ordinance 2011.08 – Adoption of Budget for the Town of Latta, South Carolina, for the 2011 – 2012 Fiscal Year.  Mayor Brigman asked if there were any questions regarding Ordinance 2011.08 – Adoption of Budget for the Town of Latta, South Carolina, for the 2011-2012 Fiscal Year.  Councilman Lane stated that he had questions concerning the following line items:  Current Years Property Tax Revenue on Page 1, Administrative Salaries on Page 2, Municipal Building on Page 5, Wellness Program on Page 5, Sewer Sales on Page 6, Chemicals and Lab Equipment on Page 7, and Chemicals and Analysis on Page 8.  The Mayor stated that these issues had been discussed during the first reading of the Ordinance.  Discussion followed.  Councilman Mason made a motion to amend the budget as to remove the Wellness Program from the budget and apply that monies budgeted for those items to Contingency and Depreciation Funding.  Councilman Stoops seconded the motion.    The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Nay, Brigman – Nay, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed.  Councilman Stoops made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2011.08 – Adoption of Budget for the Town of Latta, South Carolina for the 2011 – 2012 Fiscal Year as amended.  Councilwoman Williams seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Nay, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed.
Mayoral Report.
Mayor Brigman stated that Council needed to enter into Executive Session to discuss a legal matter.  Councilman Stoops made a motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss a legal matter.  Councilman Drawhorn seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
Council entered into Executive Session at 7:29 pm.

Council returned to Regular Session at 7:41 pm.
Mayor Brigman stated she along with Councilwoman Williams had visited with Congressman Mulvaney concerning the I-73 Project.  The Mayor stated that he was personable and receptive.  The Congressman advised the Mayor to contact Patrick Jackson with the Rural Water Association concerning funding for line relocation.  Mayor advised Council that Mr. Jackson was working with Mike Hanna.
Mayor Brigman also stated that she had also met with Macio Nance at the Department of Commerce regarding a business that was interested in locating at Latta Industrial Park.

Mayor Brigman advised Council that she had received a letter from Senator Lindsey Graham in response to her letter requesting funding for the line relocation that was necessary because of the I-73 Project.  In his letter, Senator Graham stated that he would work to help the Town with the cost of relocating the lines.

Mayor Brigman stated that she and Mayor Temp Smith of Lake View had met with Governor Haley.  While at that meeting, Mayor Rodney Berry of Marion asked the Governor about the 

I-73 Project.  She stated that I-73 was a must.

Department Reports.
Bobby Powers – Police Department reviewed a written report with Council.  He also presented Council with the Mutual Aid Agreement for the Law Enforcement Network.  He stated that the Attorney General had requested that the local government ratify the agreement.  Councilman Drawhorn made a motion to accept the agreement.  Councilman Stoops seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
The Chief stated that the Community Watch program was going well and that the captains have been meeting.  He stated that he had been working on using the siren as a weather warning alert.  He has spoken with Sonny McRae at 911 and is drafting a letter covering the siren’s use.  He stated that the siren would blow for 20 seconds, pause for 30 seconds, and blow for another 20 seconds.
James Bailey – Water/Sewer/Street Departments was not present.
Ann Jackson – Park and Recreation was not present.

Ernest Barrentine – Clerk/Treasurer presented Council with a written report.  Mr. Barrentine asked Council to clarify the amended budget.  He stated that Contingency and Depreciation Accounts already existed for the Water Sewer Fund.  He asked Council if they would like for a Contingency and Depreciation Fund set up for the General Fund.  Councilman Lane advised to ask the Auditor.
Council Reports.
Councilman Reaves stated that a citizen had called him about a ditch.  Discussion followed.

Councilman Lane stated that during a recent storm that a big oak tree was uprooted on Bethea Street.  He asked if the Town was going to be able to move it.  Discussion followed.
Councilwoman Williams thanked the Town employees, department heads, and Council for what they do.  She stated that she had also toured the ditch and that Mr. Bailey had taken a water sample.  She also stated that Lt. Moore had taken pictures of the area.  She advised Council that Mr. Bailey had it on his list and was waiting for the tiling to arrive.
Councilman Stoops – no report.
Councilman Drawhorn stated that he had concerns about Clara Street and Henry Street.  He stated that the storm drains in the area need to be checked.  Discussion followed.  Mayor Brigman stated that she will ask Mr. Junkins with the SCDOT to be at the next council meeting.
Councilman Mason introduced the June Family.  He recognized Tyler June who is working on an Eagle Scout project to provide playground equipment at Academy Street Park and Henry Street Park.  The Recreation Committee requested that Mr. June be allowed to use Town Letterhead and postage to help with the project.  He stated that Councilman Stoops had requested funding from CSX for this project and that he had also contacted the Panthers and the Falcons for funding for the football program.
Councilman Mason also stated that the Recreation Committee would like to request that Mr. June be appointed to the Park and Recreation Committee.  Mayor Brigman requested a motion to appoint Tyler June to the committee.  Councilman Stoops made a motion to appoint Tyler June to the Parks and Recreation Committee.  Councilman Drawhorn seconded the motion.    The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
Councilman Mason advised Council that the Recreation Director had requested a trailer be purchased.  Discussion followed.

Who-So-Ever-Will.
Lafon Legette, Jr., congratulated Council on rectifying an eye sore concerning the alleyway.  He inquired about the beginning of the second phase of Streetscape.  Mayor Brigman stated that there had been some setbacks but it appeared that it would start in July.  Mr. Legette then asked Council to consider enacting an ordinance in the area covered by the Streetscape Project as to not allow polycarts to be placed on the street.
Councilman Stoops made a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Drawhorn seconded the motion.    The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
Meeting adjourned at 8:36 pm.
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