Regular Council Meeting

of the

Latta Town Council

July 14, 2011

7:00 PM

The Latta Town Council held a regular meeting at 7:00 pm on Thursday, July 14, 2011.  The following were present:  Councilmembers Lane, Williams, Stoops, Drawhorn, Mason, and Mayor Brigman.  Mayor Brigman called the meeting to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and prayer.

Minutes from Regular Council Meeting, June 9,2011.
Councilman Stoops made a motion to accept the minutes of the June 9, 2011, Council Meeting as presented.  Councilwoman Williams seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Minutes from Called Council Meeting, July 6, 2011.
Councilman Drawhorn made a motion to accept the minutes of the July 6, 2011, Called Council Meeting as presented.  Councilman Mason seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Al Munn – Munn and Associates, PC.
Mayor Brigman informed Council that Al Munn with Munn and Associates, PC, was scheduled to present the 2009/2010 Audit to Council; however, there was a delay in receiving some information that was needed to complete the audit, and Mr. Munn would not be able to present the audit until that information had been received.

First Reading of Ordinance 2011.10 – An Ordinance To Annex a Specific Parcel of Ground Into the City Limits of Latta, South Carolina.  
Mayor Brigman presented the ordinance to Council.  Councilman Stoops made a motion to accept Ordinance 2011.10 – An Ordinance to Annex a Specific Parcel of Ground Into the City Limits of Latta, South Carolina.  Councilwoman Williams seconded the motion.  Discussion followed regarding the zoning of the school.  Councilman Stoops amended his motion to accept Ordinance 2011.10 – An Ordinance to Annex a Specific Parcel of Ground Into the City Limits of Latta, South Carolina, with further review and clarification of the zoning prior to the second reading.  Councilman Drawhorn seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.
Second Reading of Ordinance 2011.09 - An Ordinance Amending An Ordinance Entitled “An Ordinance An Ordinance Providing For The Issuance And Sale Of A Nine Hundred Forty Thousand Dollar ($940,000) Waterworks And Sewer System Improvement Revenue Bond, Series 2010A, And A One Hundere Seventy-Nine Thousand Four Hundred Dollar ($179,400) Waterworks And Sewer System Improvement Revenue Bond, Series 2010B Of The Town Of Latta, South Carolina And Other Matters Relating Thereto” To Provide For The Issuance And Sale Of One Bond, To Provide For The Designation, Interest Rates, And Payment Amount With Respect To Said Bond, To Include A Nondefeasance Clause And Other Matters Relating Thereto.
Mayor Brigman presented Council with the second reading of Ordinance 2011.09.  Councilman Drawhorn made a motion to accept the second reading of Ordinance 2011.09 - An Ordinance Amending An Ordinance Entitled “An Ordinance An Ordinance Providing For The Issuance And Sale Of A Nine Hundred Forty Thousand Dollar ($940,000) Waterworks And Sewer System Improvement Revenue Bond, Series 2010A, And A One Hundere Seventy-Nine Thousand Four Hundred Dollar ($179,400) Waterworks And Sewer System Improvement Revenue Bond, Series 2010B Of The Town Of Latta, South Carolina And Other Matters Relating Thereto” To Provide For The Issuance And Sale Of One Bond, To Provide For The Designation, Interest Rates, And Payment Amount With Respect To Said Bond, To Include A Nondefeasance Clause And Other Matters Relating Thereto.  Councilwoman Williams seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.
Henry Brunson – Latta Fire Department.
Mayor Brigman recognized Henry Brunson, Fire Chief of the Latta Fire Department.  Mr. Brunson asked Council for a $1000.00 towards the purchase of a skid unit.  He stated that the unit will be ready around the first of August and that the Fire Department had received $3000.00 from Forestry, $4900.00 from Dillon County Council, and $1600.00 from the Fire Department’s Treasury towards the purchase of the unit.  Discussion followed.  Councilman Lane made a motion to give $1000.00 to the Fire Department toward the purchase of the unit.  Councilwoman Williams seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.
Mayoral Report.
Mayor Brigman stated that she needed a motion to enter into executive session in order to discuss a contractual matter.  Councilman Stoops made a motion to enter executive session in order to discuss a contractual matter.  Councilwoman Williams seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.
Council entered Executive Session at 7:19 pm.

Council returned to Regular Session at 7:36 pm.
Mayor Brigman thanked the employees for doing all they could in helping the Town after the Water/Sewer/Street/Sanitation Department Head James Bailey had terminated his employment with the Town.  She advised Council that Warren Legette was now acting supervisor.  She stated that the Town had also received extensive help from Marco, City of Dillon Water Department, and B. P. Barber.

Mayor Brigman stated that Progress Energy had requested an easement in order to run power to the new Early Childhood Center.  She stated that the Town Attorney had reviewed the easement and had approved it.  Councilman Lane made a motion to grant the easement.  Councilman Mason seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.
Mayor Brigman updated Council on the progress of Streetscape Phase II.  She stated that she had spoken with the South Carolina Department of Transportation and was advised that the bid letting occurred on July 12, 2011, with construction beginning around October.

Mayor Brigman advised Council that she had met with Mr. Junkins of the Department of Transportation last Wednesday.  They had discussed the tree at the Presbyterian Church and at the funeral home.  Mr. Junkins advised that when the Town had obtained the encroachment the Town had become responsible for the trees.  The Mayor had also discussed getting help with the removal of the tree stump on Bethea Street.  Mayor stated that the DOT came Tuesday and removed the stump.

Mayor Brigman stated that the Public Meeting regarding the Town’s application for funding for the relocation of lines at the Highway 301 and Highway 501 intersection was held Wednesday night.  She stated that she had also spoken with Senator Williams regarding the project and stated that it would happen.  The Mayor stated that she has a meeting with the Director of SCDOT next Wednesday regarding the project and that Congressman Clyburn had provided her with a contact that could help with federal funding.

Mayor Brigman informed Council that the Town had received a total of $5700.00 from the sale of old equipment from the Street Department.

Councilman Lane asked the Mayor if Mr. Junkins was supposed to have met with the entire council during the regular meeting.  Mayor Brigman stated that he was going to but that since Mr. Munn was supposed to have been at the meeting, she had asked Mr. Junkins to wait.  Discussion followed.  Mayor Brigman stated that she would ask Mr. Junkins to be at the next regular meeting.
Department Reports.
Chief Bobby Powers, Police Department reviewed a written report with the Council.  The Chief stated that the Law Enforcement Network would be meeting on July 22, 2011, at 6:00 pm, at the Community Center.  They would also be performing a check point afterwards.  He stated the meal was being catered by Shuler’s Barbecue.  Discussion followed.

Warren Legette, Acting Supervisor for Water/Sewer/Street/Sanitation was introduced by Mayor Brigman.  Mr. Legette stated the department had been busy and that DHEC was conducting an inspection Friday at the oxidation pond.  He stated that the pond was ready for inspection.  He stated that the Main Valve on Henry Street was replaced today.  Discussion followed.

Ann Jackson, Recreation Department was not present.

Ernest Barrentine, Clerk/Treasurer provided Council with a written report.  Mr. Barrentine stated that $20,000.00 had been transferred from Water and Sewer holding accounts into the Depreciation Account as per last year’s budget.  He further stated that the monies had been received from Dillon County Council for the Fire Department rent and the Recreation Program.  Mr. Barrentine also advised Council that County Councilman Aaron Gandy had also give the balance of his Council account to the Recreation Department in the amount of $228.00.
Council Reports.
Councilman Lane stated that one person had approached him regarding paying a water bill on the 11th because the 10th was on a Sunday.  Discussion followed.

Councilwoman Williams thanked the employees for their hard work.

Councilman Stoops thanked Warren Legette and Willie Hooks for their work.  He also stated that he had hoped to bring an ordinance to Council regarding dogs at the park but he has not been in contact with the Park and Recreation Director.

Councilman Drawhorn thanked all the employees for their hard work.  He also welcomed Mr. Stacy Johnson back to the Council meetings.

Councilman Mason thanked Warren Legette and Willie Hooks and the Police Department.
Who-So-Ever-Will.
None

Councilman Drawhorn made a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Stoops seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.
Meeting adjourned at 8:06 pm.
