Called Council Meeting

Of the

Latta Town Council
July 26, 2011
5:30 PM
The Latta Town Council held a called meeting at 5:30 PM on Tuesday, July 26, 2011.  The following were present: Councilmembers Reaves, Lane, Williams, Stoops, Drawhorn, Mason, and Mayor Brigman.  Mayor Brigman called the meeting to order and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance followed by prayer given by Councilman Stoops.  
Highway 301/501 Water/Sewer Line Relocation.
Mayor Brigman introduced the following:  Stacey Griffin, C-Fund Chairman; Danny Isaac, SC Department of Transportation Commissioner; John Walsh, SC Department of Transportation Engineer; Moot Truluck, Former SC Department of Transportation Commissioner; and Dennis Townsend, SC Department of Transportation Pee Dee Director.  The Mayor advised Council that the gentlemen were present to discuss the relocation of the Town’s water and sewer lines on along Highways 301 and 501.  Mayor Brigman recognized Mr. Isaac.  Mr. Isaac stated that the Town currently had water and sewer lines in the right-of-way along Highways 301 and 501 and that according to the agreement signed between the Town and the Department of Transportation, the Town is responsible for moving the lines if the DOT needed them to be moved.  Mr. Isaac stated that with the widening of the highways the lines needed to be moved.  He informed Council that the State had received a $10,000,000 TIGER Grant to aid in the widening project and because this grant was part of the stimulus funds, there is a time frame in which the money must be spent and this has accelerated the project.  He stated that when the DOT notified the Town that the lines were going to have to be moved, the Town responded that there were some financial issues that inhibited their ability to move the lines at this time.  He advised Council that utilities could not be moved at the DOT’s expense; therefore, the DOT had another proposal.  He stated that the DOT would pay the Town for streets in residential neighborhoods if the Town would assume the responsibility of maintaining them.  In return the funds generated would be used to pay for the moving of the lines.
Mr. Isaac recognized John Walsh to elaborate on the proposal.  Mr. Walsh stated that the same situation was presenting itself across the State when smaller communities were asked to move their utility lines.  He further stated that the project would be let on August 9, 2011.  Mr. Walsh stated that the DOT had developed a formula to assign each street a “swap value”.  He stated that using this formula, the DOT would be able to assign a value for each street in town and that the Town could assume responsibility for only enough streets to meet the estimated expense for moving the lines.  Councilwoman Williams asked if the Town would be allowed to choose the streets or if the DOT would assign the streets to the Town.  Mr. Walsh stated that the streets could be mutually agreed upon.  However, he stated that the streets would need to have enough “swap value” to cover the expense of moving the lines.  He further stated that the timing of the transfer could be worked out and that a certain number of streets could be transferred to the Town over a period of time such as three years, but that those details could be worked out.
Mr. Dennis Townsend advised Council that Highway 301 and Highway 917 were primary roads and could not be included in the agreement.  He advised Council that the Town could not assume ownership of any street that crossed from the town limit out into the county.  The only streets that would be considered in the “swap” would be those streets that wholly resided within the town limits.  He also stated that the signage along the street as well as the sidewalks in the right-of-way would also belong to the Town for any street that was involved in the “swap”.  Discussion followed.

Mr. Stacey Griffin stated Representative Hayes had asked for him to attend the meeting and express Representative Hayes’s support.  Mr. Griffin further stated that the C-Funds for Dillon County had been committed to the schools for their building projects until January 2013.  He stated that they will have funds after that to help resurface the streets.
Mr. Walsh stated that the DOT only needed an agreement in principle at this time from Council in order to proceed.  He further stated that the DOT would work out the details of the agreement with the Town Attorney.

Councilman Drawhorn made a motion to agree to the proposal in principle with the details to be worked out with the Town Attorney.  Councilman Stoops seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Water/Sewer Department Projects.

Mayor Brigman advised Council that an emergency water situation had occurred that had to be addressed.  She stated that she had discussed the problem with each Councilmember by phone and she stated that the work on North Marion Street had begun.

Mayor Brigman further advised Council that the pump at the Wendy’s lift station had failed causing sewage to back up.  She advised Council that the Town had to rent a pump in order to keep the lift station from over flowing.  She stated that Mike Hanna was working on a proposal to correct the problem.  However, until that was worked out and action could be taken, the cost to rent the pump is $1000 per week.
Councilman Stoopes made a motion to approve the expenditures for the repairs on North Marion Street.  Councilman Drawhorn seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilman Lane made a motion to approve the expenditure of renting a pump for the Wendy’s lift station.  Councilman Drawhorn seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilman Lane made a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Stoops seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.
Meeting adjourned at 6:50 pm.
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