Regular Council Meeting

of the

Latta Town Council

August 11, 2011
7:00 PM

The Latta Town Council held a regular meeting at 7:00 pm on Thursday, August, 2011.  The following were present:  Councilmembers Reaves, Lane, Stoops, Drawhorn, Mason, and Mayor Brigman.  Mayor Brigman called the meeting to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and prayer.  Mayor Brigman asked for a moment of silence in memory of Lawton “Buck” Thompson.
Minutes from Regular Council Meeting, July 14,2011.
Councilman Lane made a motion to accept the minutes of the July 14, 2011, Council Meeting as presented.  Councilman Stoops seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye. Lane – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Minutes from Called Council Meeting, July 26, 2011.
Councilman Stoops requested that more information be added to the minutes and for them to be placed on the agenda for approval at the next regular Council Meeting.
Al Munn – Munn and Associates, PC.
Mayor Brigman recognized Al Munn of Munn and Associates.  Mr. Munn thanked Council for allowing Munn and Associates to perform the Town’s annual audit for the 2009-2010 fiscal year.  Mr. Munn reviewed the audit report with Council.  Council presented no questions.  Mr. Munn advised Council that if they had any questions, to contact Mayor Brigman or the Clerk/Treasurer and they would forward any questions to him.
Robert Junkins – South Carolina Department of Transportation.  
Mayor Brigman recognized Mr. Robert Junkins, South Carolina Department of Transportation Resident Engineer for Dillon County, and Eric Webster, South Carolina Department of Transportation Foreman for Dillon County.  Councilman Lane advised Mr. Junkins that Council was concerned about the trees that were removed from Bamberg Street and asked Mr. Junkins how those trees had become the Town’s responsibility when they were on the DOT’s right of way.  Mr. Junkins advised Council that the Town had received an encroachment permit in order to receive the tree grant from the Forestry Commission.  Mr. Junkins read from the encroachment order and stated that the road was still safe and that his concern was with the motoring traffic.  Mayor Brigman stated that the contractor had not been back but that the Forestry Commission had approved everything before payment was issued.  Councilman Lane asked Mr. Junkins if there was not going to be any assistance from DOT?  Mr. Junkins stated that his department did not have a stump grinder and that the contractor had not completed the work to the Town’s liking.  He stated that the Town should have consulted the DOT before the work was done.  Councilman Lane stated that he had asked for Mr. Junkins to attend the meeting in order to receive advice as to how the situation can be remedied.  Mr. Junkins stated that the Town could either remove the pavement and have the stump reground or dig up the stump but he would not recommend that.  Mr. Junkins stated that the DOT does not have a responsibility in the matter.  He stated that if the Town came up with a resolution that he would entertain it, but that if the stump was just covered up, someone could drive up on it and damage their car and that leaving it open would allow someone to see what was there.  Mr. Junkins stated the best thing to do would be to grind the stump below the ground and cover with asphalt.  Councilman Lane thanked Mr. Junkins for his advice and for attending the meeting as well as everything that the DOT has done for the community.  Mr. Junkins stated that the DOT will continue to do whatever it can to help in the community.
Mayor Brigman asked Mr. Junkins if the alleys in town belonged to the DOT except for the ones that were beautified during Streetscape.  Mr. Junkins stated that he believed they did belong to the DOT.  Mayor Brigman stated that she had checked the list that had been provided by the DOT but that the alley behind the Post Office was not included.  Mr. Webster stated that he believed the DOT maintained that alley.  Mr. Junkins stated that he would check when he got back to the office on Friday.  Mayor Brigman thanked Mr. Junkins and Mr. Webster for attending the meeting.
Councilman Mason asked if the DOT was in charge of the signs on Main Street.  Mr. Junkins stated that they were.  Councilman Mason advised him that the “No U-Turn” sign on Main Street in front of JR’s Restaurant was behind a telephone pole and couldn’t be seen.  Mr. Junkins stated that he would check on it.

Councilman Stoops advised that there was some loose asphalt on Marion Street.  Mayor Brigman stated that was the Town’s responsibility because it was associated with the repair of a water line.

Second Reading of Ordinance 2011.10 - An Ordinance To Annex a Specific Parcel of Ground into the City Limits of Latta, South Carolina.
Mayor Brigman read the ordinance and discussion followed concerning the zoning of the area.  Councilman Stoops made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2011.10 – An Ordinance to Annex a Specific Parcel of Ground into the City Limits of Latta, South Carolina.  Councilman Drawhorn seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye. Lane – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mayoral Report.
Mayor Brigman advised Council that Harold Snipes had been hired as the Water/Sewer/Street/Sanitation Department Head.  She stated that he was not present at the meeting due to a water leak.
Mayor Brigman thanked the employees for being on standby during the last month after James Bailey had left.

Mayor Brigman stated that AT&T and T-mobile are in the process of merging.  She stated that she had signed a letter supporting the merger and presented Council with a map showing the improvement in the coverage area that would occur with the merger.

Department Reports.
Chief Bobby Powers, Police Department was not present.
Harold Snipes, Supervisor for Water/Sewer/Street/Sanitation was not present. 

Ann Jackson, Recreation Department was not present.

Ernest Barrentine, Clerk/Treasurer provided Council with a written report.   

Council Reports.
Councilman Reaves – no report.
Councilman Lane advised Council that the DOT had provided a draft agreement related to the last Called Meeting.  He stated that he would be meeting with the Town Attorney and he would like any input that the Council had to offer.  He stated that the agreement was not exactly as it had been presented.  Mayor Brigman stated that a new list of streets had been received and that the first list looked liked it contained every street in town.  Discussion followed.
Mayor Brigman asked Councilman Lane if a date for the Fall Clean Up had been determined.  Councilman Lane stated that he would check on it.

Mayor Brigman also stated that the entrance to Heritage Park needed to be beautified if one of the garden clubs could take it on as a project.  Councilman Lane stated that he would also check on it.

Councilwoman Williams was not present.
Councilman Stoops – no report.

Councilman Drawhorn stated that he was trying to get some information on the clean up of vacant lots and abandoned houses that were discussed in the Spring.  Discussion followed.  Mayor Brigman appointed Councilman Drawhorn as Chairperson of the committee to look into the matter.  Councilman Drawhorn stated that he find the lots and addresses and get them to Lt. Moore.  
Councilman Drawhorn commended the Town employees for keeping everything running.

Councilman Mason asked if anyone had come up with information concerning the DOT and the moving of water lines.  Discussion followed.
Who-So-Ever-Will.
Wilma Hart of 511 Henry Street stated that a vacant house near her residence was grown up and that other vacant properties in town were in the same condition.  Mayor Brigman asked if she knew who owned the property.  Ms. Hart stated that she did.  Discussion followed.
Councilman Mason made a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Drawhorn seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye. Lane – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm.
