Regular Council Meeting
of the 

Latta Town Council

September 8, 2011

7:00 PM

The Latta Town Council held a regular meeting at 7:00 pm on Thursday, September 8, 2011.  The following were present:  Councilmembers Reaves, Lane, Williams, Stoops, Mason, and Mayor Brigman.  Mayor Brigman called the meeting to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and prayer.
Minutes from Regular Council Meeting, August 11, 2011.

Councilman Mason made a motion to accept the minutes of the August 11, 2011, Regular Council Meeting as presented.  Councilman Stoops seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.
Minutes from Called Council Meeting, July 26, 2011.

Councilwoman Williams made a motion to accept the minutes of the July 26, 2011, Called Council Meeting.  Councilman Mason seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.
Resolution 2011.07 – Resolution to Adopt Safety Policy.

Mayor Brigman introduced and reviewed Resolution 2011.07 with Council.  Councilman Stoops made a motion to adopt Resolution 2011.07 – Resolution to Adopt Safety Policy.  Councilwoman Williams seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.
Mayoral Report.

Mayor Brigman recognized David Earl Shelley, Chairman of the Municipal Election Commission.  Mr. Shelley advised Council that the Town General Election would be held on December 6, 2011, and that three council seats would be elected.  He stated that the books were opened today and would close at Noon on September 26, 2011.  Mr. Shelley reminded Council that each needed to file a Statement of Economic Interest.  Mr. Shelley stated that he had checked with the State Election Commission to see if there were any changes regarding elections since the last election.  He stated that voters will need a picture id to vote this year.  Mr. Shelley also advised council that it was time to appoint or reappoint a member to the Municipal Election Commission.  Councilman Stoops made a motion to reappoint Earl Bullard to the Municipal Election Commission.  Councilman Reaves seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.
Mr. Shelley asked Council if the election ordinances have been updated.  Mayor Brigman stated they have not been updated.  Mr. Shelley stated that there have been a lot of changes that needed to be incorporated into the ordinances.  Mayor Brigman appointed Councilwoman Williams and Councilman Mason to work with the commission on updating ordinances.  Also 

Mr. Shelley stated that he would like to thank the commission and Ernest Barrentine, Clerk-Treasurer, for their help.

Mayor Brigman thanked Mr. Shelley for his work with the Municipal Election Commission.

Mayor Brigman recognized Ernest Barrentine, Town Clerk/Treasurer.  Mr. Barrentine advised Council that the Municipal Court was currently undergoing an audit by the State Auditor.  He advised Council that the Town had received a notification approximately two years ago that the State would begin auditing municipal courts.  Mr. Barrentine advised Council that each Councilmember would receive a copy of the auditor’s report.
Mayor Brigman advised Council that she had received bids from Mike Hannah, of B. P. Barber, for the installation of a gravity line at the Wendy’s Pump station in order to redirect it to the Wilco Pump station.  She advised Council that the lowest bid for rerouting the service was from Randy Pigate Construction Company, Inc., at $52,900.00.  Mayor Brigman recognized Public Works Director Harold Snipes to expound on the project.  Discussion followed.  Councilman Stoops made a motion to accept the bid of $52,900.00 from Randy Pigate Construction Company, Inc., and to utilize reserves and the impact fee from Grand Strand Water and Sewer to pay for the project.  Councilwoman Williams seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilman Lane asked if the Town could confirm with the county that all the sewer project money had been expended.  Mayor Brigman stated that County Administrator David Mobley had released all the funds but that she would contact County Administrator Clay Young and confirm that all money had been received.
Mayor Brigman stated that most of the month had been spent addressing concerns with the Highways 301 and 501 Relocation Project which Council discussed at length last month.

Mayor Brigman introduced Harold Snipes, Public Works Director, to Council and advised Council that Judge Dupree was attending a conference/training at Myrtle Beach and had received a scholarship from the South Carolina Summary Court Judges Association to pay for the conference and hotel charges.
Mayor Brigman advised Council that she had attended the South Carolina Association of Mayors meeting on August 31, 2011.  She stated that the meeting had addressed some of the issues that are facing the Town.  

Department Reports.

Chief Bobby Powers, Police Department – reviewed a written report with Council.  He advised Council that Trick-or-Treat will be on October 31, 2011, 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm.  
Chief Powers advised Council that the Department was currently trying to set up a policy to use the old fire whistle for severe weather warnings and that he was experiencing a problem with the E-911 Director.  The Director has stated that it is too much work for his people.  The Chief stated that he is now working on a policy to operate the whistle from the police department.  
Chief Powers stated that Neighborhood Watch Committee has scheduled a town meeting for September 22, 2011, at 6:00 pm at Latta Community Center.  The committee has divided the town into four sections and has chosen captains for each section.  They have also been developing a few plans.  
Harold Snipes, Public Works – stated that the department has been busy.  He advised Council that he had attended a class for asbestos training today.  He thanked Council for the opportunity to work for the Town.

Mr. Snipes advised Council that the department has repaired forty-two leaks since he began work.  He stated that the problems with water leaks stemmed from the old metal lines the Town currently uses.  He stated that He would like to see them replaced and that the department was replacing what can be replaced.  He advised Council that the town has a good system, a good plant, and good wells.  
Mr. Snipes stated that he was working on a program to regularly flush the fire hydrants. 

Councilman Lane asked if the department personnel included water, sewer, street, and sanitation worker and if Mr. Snipes was satisfied with the personnel.  Mr. Snipes stated that overall he thought he had a pretty good crew for right now.  
Councilman Stoops asked Mr. Snipes if he had spoken with Mrs. Shelley.  Mr. Snipes stated that he had and he would take care of the problem and Mrs. Shelley was satisfied.  
Mayor Brigman reminded Mr. Snipes about the tree in front of Councilman Mason’s residence.  Councilman Mason advised Mr. Snipes to check with SCDOT first.  Councilman Mason stated that he had already called SCDOT and that they were supposed to check on it.
Ann Jackson, Parks and Recreation – was not present.
Ernest Barrentine, Clerk/Treasurer – presented Council with a written financial statement.

Council Reports.

Councilman Reaves – thanked all the department head for their hard work and the citizens for attending the Council meeting.
Councilman Lane –  reminded Council that clean up day the first weekend in October.  He stated that it will be advertised in the newspaper.  He stated that the Town will need to get a dumpster from the County.  
Mayor Brigman asked Councilman Lane if he had spoken with the Beautification Committee about the entrance to Heritage Park.  Councilman Lane stated that he had not.  Mayor Brigman stated that the Palmetto Pride Grant RFP will go out October 1, 2011.  Councilman Lane asked if about maybe talking to the FFA if the Beautification Committee was not interested.  Mayor Brigman stated that she needed to know what to apply for in requesting funds from the grant.  Discussion followed.
Councilwoman Williams –  thanked everyone for attending.  She stated that she was glad to see Mr. Stacey Johnson back at the meeting. She also thanked everyone for their service to the Town.
Councilman Stoops – announced that Parks and Recreation had received a $1000.00 grant from the Carolina Panthers for football equipment.
Councilman Stoops stated that playground equipment had been ordered in the amount of $2310.00 and will be installed.  He stated that the funds for this project were obtained from private citizens and businesses.  He stated that he will donate $100.00 in October and challenged other councilmembers to do so, too.  He advised Council that Mr. June will remain on board and will continue to work on this project as funds become available.  
Councilman Stoops thanked everyone for the jobs they do and Mr. Stacey Johnson for being his attendance. 

Councilman Drawhorn – not present.
Councilman Mason – no report.
Who-so-ever Will.

David Earl Shelley of Dew Street stated that the water coming through the system was discolored and had stained his sink.  He asked Council to do everything they could to fix the problem.  Councilman Lane stated that this had occurred since switching to the new system.
Councilwoman Williams made a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Reaves seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 7:46 pm.
