Regular Council Meeting
of the 

Latta Town Council

October 13, 2011

7:00 PM

The Latta Town Council held a regular meeting at 7:00 pm on Thursday, October 13, 2011.  The following were present:  Councilmembers Reaves, Lane, Williams, Stoops, Drawhorn, Mason, and Mayor Brigman.  Mayor Brigman called the meeting to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and prayer by Councilman Stoops.
Minutes from Regular Council Meeting, September 8, 2011.

Councilwoman Williams made a motion to accept the minutes of the September 8, 2011, Regular Council Meeting as presented.  Councilman Stoops seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.
Minutes from Emergency Council Meeting, September 22, 2011.

Councilwoman Williams made a motion to accept the minutes of the September 22, 2011, Emergency Council Meeting.  Councilman Reaves seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Minutes from Emergency Council Meeting, October 3, 2011.
Councilman Lane made a motion to accept the minutes of the October 3, 2011, Emergency Council Meeting.  Councilman Mason seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Cody Gasque, Eagle Scout Project.
Mayor Brigman recognized Cody Gasque.  The Mayor stated that in 1976 the Council had established the policy of approving and signage placed at the Community Center and town parks.  The Mayor stated that Mr. Gasque had completed an Eagle Scout project by building a shelter behind the main concession stand at Academy Street Park and would like to place plaque acknowledging donor for the project.  Mr. Gasque stated that the plaque would be placed on the back of the concession stand between the men’s restroom and the air conditioner.  The plaque would be made of wood with a metal plate acknowledging each donor with a larger metal plate at the bottom memorialize Ryan Lee.  Discussion followed.  Councilman Stoops made a motion to allow the plaque to be placed on the back of the concession stand.  Councilman Mason seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mayoral Report.

Mayor Brigman advised Council that she had received an email from the Forestry Commission stating that the Commission had $15,000 in recovery funds left to be distributed.  These funds were remnants of grants that were made earlier but the recipients did not use all the funding.  The Mayor stated that the same process would be followed as the initial grant the Town had received but the deadline for filing is November 4, 2011.  She stated that if anyone on Council would like to volunteer to apply for the grant she would aid them in applying.  She further stated that the grant had to be used for pruning.
Mayor Brigman thanked the Council and citizens for participating in the Town Clean-Up.

Mayor Brigman asked for the Water and Sewer Committee to meet with South Carolina Department of Transportation at 9:00 am on Tuesday at the Community Center and then meet with Mike Hanna of B. P. Barber and the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control at 2:00 pm in the Council Chambers regarding the water situation.  She stated that any other Council members were welcome to attend.
Department Reports.

Chief Bobby Powers, Police Department – was not present.  
Harold Snipes, Public Works – was not present. 

Ann Jackson, Parks and Recreation – was not present.
Ernest Barrentine, Clerk/Treasurer –  presented Council with a written financial statement.  Mr. Barrentine advised Council that the upcoming election had been cancelled by the Town Election Commission because only three candidates had filed for the three offices that would appear on the ballot and no one had declared as a write-in candidate.  The Town Election Commission had declared Lutherine Williams, James Reaves, and Abbott Shelley as the winners.
Mr. Barrentine advised Council that he would be attending a Human Resources Workshop November 9, 2011, - November 11, 2011.  He also stated that the Cushion and Depreciation Accounts for the 2011 Water Bond had been established at First Bank.

Mayor Brigman thanked Councilman-elect Abbott Shelley for attending the meeting.

Council Reports.

Councilman Reaves –  no report.
Councilman Lane –  asked if the Council members who were not present at the October 3, 2011, Emergency Meeting were comfortable with the decision.  He stated that he wanted to make sure that all the Council members were aware of the situation.
Councilman Lane stated that the caboose and Old Vidalia School had been locked.  He stated that new locks had been put on these facilities.  He advised Council that these facilities were governed by a contract.  Councilman Lane made a motion to enter into Executive Session to discuss a contractual matter.  Councilman Stoops seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Council entered Executive Session at 7:22 pm.
Council returned to Regular Session at 7:30 pm.

Councilwoman Williams –  stated that she and David Earl Shelley had reviewed the election ordinance and made some suggestions.  She stated that she would present them the Clerk/Treasurer.  She apologized for not being able to attend the Town Clean-Up due to an exam.
Councilman Stoops – stated that he been at Academy Street Park to look at the other plaques that had been place on another Eagle Scout Project.  He stated that those plaques were in compliance.  He also stated that he had pledged a donation to the project and that it had been made.
Councilman Drawhorn – stated the he had been working on the vacant houses and lots that needed to be cleaned up with Lt. Moore.  He stated that some people had been contacted and some lots had been cleaned.  He stated they were continually working on it.
Councilman Drawhorn further stated that he had been at Academy Street Park earlier and Lt. Moore had asked him to bring to the attention of Council that some pit bulls were running around loose.  Mayor Brigman stated that she had spoken with Chief Powers about the matter especially at the parks.  Councilman Drawhorn stated that the dogs were also running the streets.  Discussion followed.  Councilman Stoops made motion to work on amending the fine for dogs running loose from $25.00.  Councilman Drawhorn seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Councilman Mason – stated that he had noticed graffiti on the walls in the alley besides Jan’s on Main and broken glass on the rear of the old Johnson’s Florist building.  Mayor Brigmas stated that the Cox family was working on the old florist shop.
Who-so-ever Will.

None
Councilman Drawhorn made a motion to adjourn.  Councilwoman Williams seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm.
