Emergency Council Meeting

of the

Latta Town Council

October 3, 2011
6:00 PM

The Latta Town Council held an emergency meeting at 6:00 pm on Monday,October 3, 2011.  The following were present:  Councilmembers Reaves, Lane, Williams, Mason, and Mayor Brigman.  Also present were Glenn Greene, Town Attorney; Danny Isaacs, Chairman SCDOT Commission; Dennis Townsend, SCDOT Engineer, and Moot Truluck, Former SCDOT Commissioner.  Mayor Brigman called the meeting to order.
Highway 301/Highway 501 Line Relocation.
Mayor Brigman stated that the purpose of the meeting was to hear from SCDOT concerning the line relocation on Highways 301 and 501.  The Mayor recognized Danny Isaacs, Chairman of the SCDOT Commission.  Mr. Isaacs stated that the Town had a legal obligation to move the lines that are within the SCDOT’s right-of-way on Highways 301 and 501.  He stated that he understood the Town was not financially able to fulfill this obligation at this time.  

Councilman Lane leaves chamber at 6:01 pm.
Mr. Isaacs stated that was the reason he had approached Council with the possibility of swapping streets in exchange for the money needed to move the lines.  Mr. Isaacs stated that at that time he did not know how the road value was figured.

Councilman Lane returns at 6:02 pm.
Mr. Isaacs stated that the Secretary of Transportation has conveyed that the street swap could take place over time.  He stated that Grand Strand Water and Sewer Authority has expressed interest in buying the Town’s Water and Sewer System.  He stated from his understanding they were willing to pay a franchise fee and install new water lines and new sewer lines.  Mr. Isaacs stated that this may be an option that the Town may want to pursue.  However, that would take time and the SCDOT must award the bidding on the project by October 8, 2011.  If the contract is not awarded by then, the State will lose $10,000,000 in federal funds.  Mr. Isaacs suggested that the Town sell the system and trade the roads.  He stated that it did not matter to the SCDOT if the Town took the streets or not as long as the lines were moved.  He advised Council that the SCDOT could not meet its deadline unless the contract to move the lines was signed.  Mr. Isaacs stated that the contract only stated that Town agrees to move the utilities. 

Councilman Lane stated that the agreement had been amended to reflect that the Town had the right to unburden itself of the streets.  Attorney Greene stated that the Town could unburden itself at anytime by repaying the money to the SCDOT.

Councilman Mason stated that his concern is the cost of maintaining the roads.  Mr. Isaacs stated that the SCDOT doesn’t maintain the roads now.  He stated that the county C-Funds maintains the roads.

Discussion followed.

Councilwoman Williams made a motion to adopt the agreement with the South Carolina Department of Transportation with the discussed amendments being worked out prior to the Mayor signing the agreement.  Councilman Lane seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, and Mason Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.

Councilwoman Williams exits at 6: 19 pm.
Meeting adjourned at 6:22 pm.

