Regular Council Meeting
of the 

Latta Town Council

December 8, 2011

7:00 PM

The Latta Town Council held a regular meeting at 7:00 pm on Thursday, December 8, 2011.  The following were present:  Councilmembers Reaves, Lane, Stoops, Drawhorn, Mason, and Mayor Brigman.  Mayor Brigman called the meeting to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and prayer.
Minutes from Regular Council Meeting, November 10, 2011.

Councilman Stoops made a motion to accept the minutes of the November 10, 2011, Regular Council Meeting as corrected.  Councilman Drawhorn seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.
Jedadiah Hayes, Appointment to Latta Fire Department.
Mayor Brigman recognized Henry Brunson, Fire Chief of the Latta Fire Department.  Mr. Brunson introduced Jedadiah Hayes to Council for appointment to the Latta Fire Department.  Mr. Hayes stated that he was a student and works part-time at South of the Border.  Mayor Brigman thanked him for his interest in the Fire Department.  Councilman Drawhorn made a motion to appoint Jedadiah Hayes to the Latta Fire Department.  Councilman Mason seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Discussion followed regarding maintaining the Latta Fire Department’s current ISO rating.
Glenn Greene, Jr. – Town Attorney.

Councilman Stoops made a motion to enter into Executive Session in order to discuss a legal matter.  Councilman Reaves seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Council entered into Executive Session at 7:12 pm.

Council returned to Regular Session at 7:46 pm.

Mayor Brigman stated that Council had entered into Executive Session in order to discuss a legal matter and receive legal advice.

Mayoral Report.

Mayor Brigman advised Council that the Water and Sewer Department had to purchase a pump for the Munn Street Pump Station.  The cost of the pump was $7600.00.  Public Works Director Harold Snipes advised Council that it was an emergency situation.  Councilman Drawhorn made a motion to approve the purchase.  Councilman Lane seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mayor Brigman stated that during the last meeting a question had been posed regarding the status of the Town as a bird sanctuary.  She stated that the Town had always been known as a bird sanctuary.  She stated that the Municipal Association had advised her that the designation was solely at the discretion of the Council.  Mayor Brigman stated that she had asked Betty Ray Allen of the Magnolia Garden Club to check into the designation as a Blue Bird Sanctuary.  The Mayor stated that if Mrs. Allen was unable to locate any information, she would pursue the matter further.
Mayor Brigman reminded Council that the Community Pig Pickin’ would be held on Friday, December 16, 2011, at the Latta Community Center.

Mayor Brigman advised Council that the Cox family still wished to donate the property on Railroad Avenue to the Town.  She stated that Luvenia Cox still had not spoken with the Estate’s Attorney to make the arrangements.  Mayor Brigman further stated that Ms. Cox had also advised her that she had spoken with Marsden Cox about his property on Main Street.

Mayor Brigman thanked Councilman Lane for his service over the last four years.

Mayor Brigman also reminded Council that the Town Christmas Party would be held on Friday, December 9, 2011, at the Latta Community Center.

Department Reports.

Chief Bobby Powers, Police Department – presented Council with a written report.  Chief Powers stated that the month of November had been a slow month.  He stated that the Department was working closely with area business due to an increase in shoplifting.
Mayor Brigman asked if there had been any break-ins.  Discussion followed.

Harold Snipes, Public Works – stated that the condition of the water system had improved since the last meeting.  He stated that the Department was currently replacing some lines on Park Lane and that they would be putting taps in tomorrow.
Mr. Snipes stated that the contractor was still working at Wilco.  He stated that the line had been bored eight times but that the contractor may be through by next Friday.

Mr. Snipes stated that the water leaks have decreased and that the Street Department had been busy trimming trees and stringing Christmas lights.

Councilman Lane asked about the status of the boring on Railroad Avenue.  Mr. Snipes stated that he had spoken with some companies about getting a quote.  He stated he was optimistic that he may be able to get a better price on the work.  Mr. Snipes stated that it had started leaking again.

Ann Jackson, Parks and Recreation –  was not present.
Ernest Barrentine, Clerk/Treasurer –  provided Council with a financial report.  Mr. Barrentine also advised Council that the Town website was up and available to the public.  He stated that besides information regarding the Town, the public could also access agenda and minutes of Council meetings.
Council Reports.

Councilman Reaves –  thanked the employees for all their work during the year.
Councilman Lane –  stated that two street lamps were out on Main Street.  He stated that replacement bulbs had been ordered.  
Councilman Lane asked about the first billing of Grand Strand Water and Sewer Authority.  Mr. Snipes stated that they had been billed in the amount of $699.00 but that the next billing would be higher.

Councilman Stoops –  stated that he and some of the recreational football players had been invited to the game in Charlotte this coming weekend.  He stated that he would not be able to attend but that Ann Jackson would be attending.  He stated that the Town would be recognized as a grant recipient during the game.
Councilman Stoops stated that he had reviewed the dog ordinance and had discussed the $25.00 fine with Councilman Mason.  Councilman Mason stated that he had considered a graduated scale with the fine increasing for each offense.  Discussion followed.

Councilman Stoops stated that he would work on the ordinance and put a version in each councilmembers box for their consideration.

Councilman Stoops advised Council that his daughter Katie was being interviewed by Yale tomorrow.

Councilman Drawhorn – stated that several people had been in contact with him and were supposed to be at the meeting.  However, no one he had spoken with was at the meeting.  He stated that that he had already discussing with Harold Snipes the conditions around New Hope when it rains.
Councilman Drawhorn also stated that Weston Chapel had mention that a ditch near their property needed to be filled in.

Councilman Drawhorn thanked the employees for a job well-done.  He stated that he had received praises from the community for the Public Works Department and the Police Department.
Councilman Drawhorn recognized Councilman Lane and thanked him for his years of service.

Councilman Drawhorn also wished everyone a Merry Christmas.

Councilman Mason – wished all the employees and Department Heads a Merry Christmas.
Councilman Mason also thanked Councilman Lane for his time and effort on Council.  He also recognized Mr. Abbott Shelley, Councilman-Elect, and wished him luck.

Mayor Brigman thanked Abbott Shelley for attending as well as Mr. and Mrs. Lafon Legette, Jr.  Mayor Brigman also thanked Mrs. Cindy Legette for the Concert last weekend.

Who-so-ever Will.

Lafon Legette, Jr., commended Councilman Lane for his service on Council.

Mr. Legette stated that it is his understanding that someone is wishing to donate property to the Town.  He warned Council that there is a liability issue that should be considered before accepting the property.

Mr. Legette stated that on October 4, 2011, he had received an email from the Clerk requesting the contracts regarding Vidalia and the Caboose.  He stated that Council had discussed the matter in executive session and that he wasn’t invited to discuss the items.  He advised Council that if they wished to know something about them then to ask him about them.  Discussion followed.

Mr. Legette further stated that on November 3, 2011, he had hand delivered a letter to the Mayor and to the Clerk addressed to the Mayor and Town Council.  He stated that a lot of money had been spent on Streetscape and as of October 31, 2011, there were sixteen lights in the planters and only one was working.  He stated that the biggest lights near Highway 301 were also out.  He stated that he had spoken with Harold Snipes on Friday and Mr. Snipes had stated that he was aware of it.  Mr. Legette stated that he understood that the bulbs had been ordered but he asked Council to consider keeping bulbs on hand so that the Town would not have to wait to an order to come in before they could replace the bulbs.
Mr. Legette also stated that he had hand delivered a letter to the Clerk requesting copies of the Council meetings.  He stated that the Clerk had indicated earlier that the minutes would be available on the Town website.  Mr. Legette stated that he hoped that would hasten the release of the minutes.
Mr. Legette noted that in the minutes of the October 13, 2011, regular council meeting, the Forestry Commission had notified the Town of the availability of $15,000 in grant funding.  Mr. Legette stated that the Town’s Tree Committee should’ve been made aware of the grant opportunity.  Discussion followed.

Mayor Brigman thanked the employees for all that they do.

Councilman Stoops made a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Drawhorn seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Reaves – Aye, Lane – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:31 pm.
