Regular Council Meeting
of the 

Latta Town Council

January 12, 2012
7:00 PM

The Latta Town Council held a regular meeting at 7:00 pm on Thursday, January 12, 2012.  The following were present:  Councilmembers Shelley, Williams, Stoops, Mason, Reaves, and Mayor Brigman.  Mayor Brigman called the meeting to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and prayer by Councilman Stoops.
Minutes from Regular Council Meeting, December 8, 2011.

Councilman Mason made a motion to accept the minutes of the December 8, 2011, Regular Council Meeting as presented.  Councilwoman Williams seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Shelley – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Mason – Aye, and Reaves – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.
Election of Mayor Pro-Tem.

Mayor Brigman asked Council for nominations for Mayor Pro-Tem.  Councilman Reaves nominated Councilwoman Williams for Mayor Pro-Tem.  Having no other nominations, Mayor Brigman called for the vote to elect Councilwoman Williams as Mayor Pro-Tem.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Shelley – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Mason – Aye, and Reaves – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Andy Daniels, Appointment to Latta Fire Department.
Mayor Brigman recognized Bobby L. Jones, Fire Chief of the Latta Fire Department.  Mr. Jones introduced Mr. Andy Daniels to the Council.  He advised Council that Mr. Daniels had been voted on by the Fire Department for membership on December 12, 2011.  Councilwoman Williams made a motion to appoint Andy Daniels to the Latta Fire Department.  Councilman Mason seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Shelley – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Mason – Aye, and Reaves – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Malcolm George, Appointment to Latta Fire Department.
Mayor Brigman recognized Bobby L. Jones, Fire Chief of the Latta Fire Department.  Mr. Jones introduced Mr. Malcolm George to the Council.  He advised Council that Mr. George had been voted on by the Fire Department for membership on December 12, 2011.  Councilman Stoops made a motion to appoint Malcolm George to the Latta Fire Department.  Councilman Reaves seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Shelley – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Mason – Aye, and Reaves – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mayoral Report.

Mayor Brigman provided Council with a copy of a letter prepared by Mike Hanna of URS/B. P. Barber addressed to Clay Young, County Administrator, asking for the County to provide interim funding for the Highway 301/501 Relocation Project.  Mayor Brigman reviewed the events regarding the project.  She advised Council that the USDA – Rural Development funds for this year had already been allocated and that it would be July before funds would be available.  She stated that the Town had been unable to obtain interim financing for the project because USDA is not able to provide a letter of commitment until funds were available.  Mayor advised Council that Mr. Hanna had been working diligently but that Council needed to decide whether to assume ownership of the streets from SCDOT or to proceed with the letter to the County Council.  Mayor Brigman advised Council that the Town needed federal funding to help with the costs associated with the relocation.  She stated that she had spoken with Representative Jackie Hayes today and he had assured her that he would see what he could do to help.  Discussion followed.  Councilman Stoops suggested attempting to obtain a letter from USDA again and to pursue interim financing with the County.  All Councilmember were in agreement except Mayor Brigman and Councilman Mason.
Mayor Brigman advised Council that the bids for Streetscape Phase II exceeded the available amount for the project.  The Town would be responsible to make up the $50,658.00 difference.  She stated that she had spoken with Tony Edwards who advised her that the Town may want to just apply for the grant again for a higher amount.  He suggested that she speak with Kathy Rice.

Mayor Brigman provided and reviewed with Council the committee appointments for the year.

Mayor Brigman advised Council that the Town had received a Palmetto Pride Grant again.  This grant would be used to beautify the entrance to Heritage Park.

Department Reports.

Chief Bobby Powers, Police Department – presented Council with a written report.  Chief Powers stated that department had been working several larcenies and break-ins.  Councilman Stoops asked about the progress of the neighborhood watch program.  Chief Powers stated that it had faltered due to inactivity.
Chief Powers announced that he was retiring and that he had submitted his resignation to be effective March 1, 2012.

Harold Snipes, Public Works – advised Council that once the Highway 301/501 Relocation was completed, the lines at the new water plant would have to be moved.
Mr. Snipes advised Council that that the new pump on Munn Street is doing well and that the Wilco project had been completed and was functioning properly.  He suggested that the wet well be left in place and secured for future use.  He advised Council that another pump would need to be purchased within the next year for another pump station.

Mr. Snipes stated that the Street personnel had gotten all the leaves up.  He also stated that Jerry Dew has a carcinoma on his face and had surgery today.  He also stated that Mr. Dew had to have all of his teeth pulled due to an infection.

Councilman Drawhorn entered at 7:49 pm.

Mr. Snipes stated that he had spoken with Doug Hooks of Marco Water Company.  He stated that Marco was changing their meter reading system and would be employing a satellite system.  Marco currently uses a radio read system they are willing to sell for $20.00 a meter and $5000.00 for the computer for a maximum total of $25,000.00.  He advised Council that there had been quite a few mistakes made with the current system used by the Town and that it was taking a week to read meters.  With the radio system, reading could be done in approximately thirty minutes and were guaranteed to be accurate.  He also advised that the radio system has a fifteen year warranty left that would transfer to the Town if the Town purchased the system.  Mr. Snipes stated that Mr. Hooks would be willing to allow the Town to pay for the system over a three year period.  Councilwoman Williams made a motion to purchase the radio read system from Marco Water Company.  Councilman Drawhorn seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Shelley – Aye, Williams – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Mason – Aye, and Reaves – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.  Councilman Stoops made a motion that the purchase be made of a three year period.  Councilman Mason seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Shelley – Aye, Williams – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Mason – Aye, and Reaves – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.  Mr. Snipes advised Council that the system would be available to the Town in March.
Ann Jackson, Parks and Recreation –  was not present.
Ernest Barrentine, Clerk/Treasurer –  provided Council with a financial report.  Councilman Mason asked if the current budget would cover the I-Phones that were recently given to Department Heads.  Mr. Barrentine advised Councilman Mason that the plan for the I-Phones was less than what the Town was paying for regular cell phones.  
Council Reports.

Councilman Shelley –  stated that he had volunteered at the Dillon County Museum yesterday and that the yard was in need of maintenance.  Mayor Brigman stated that the Town sponsored two clean-up days a year and that volunteers normally took care of the ground.  Mr. Harold Snipes stated that he would have the Street Department personnel check on it.
Councilman Shelley also advised Council that the Magnolia Garden Club had also received a Palmetto Pride Grant in the amount of $1855.00.  The Garden Club intends to put benches in the Belva F. Greene Gardens with the grant.

Councilwoman Williams –  thanked everyone for attending the meeting and welcomed Councilman Shelley. 
Councilman Drawhorn – welcomed Councilman Shelley.  He also thanked the Town employees and wished everyone a Happy New Year.
Councilman Stoops – welcomed Councilman Shelley.  He also provided information to the Council about dog ordinances.  Councilman Stoops asked the Mayor to consider calling a working session to work on the ordinance.
Mayor Brigman stated that she would try to schedule a meeting before the February meeting.

Councilman Stoops stated that he would like to ask Judge Dupree to serve on the Police Committee.  Mayor Brigman appointed Judge Dupree to the committee.  

Councilman Stoops stated the he had seen the Magnolia Garden Club working in the Belva F. Greene Garden Saturday morning and that he appreciated citizens taking an interest in the Town.

Councilman Mason – welcomed Councilman Shelley and congratulated Councilwoman Williams on being elected Mayor Pro-Tem.  Councilman Mason stated that he would be calling a Recreation Committee meeting in the next month or so.
Councilman Reaves – welcomed Councilman Shelley and thanked the departments for their work.
Who-so-ever Will.

None
Councilman Stoops made a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Mason seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Shelley – Aye, Williams – Aye, Drawhorn – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Mason – Aye, and Reaves – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.
Meeting adjourned at 8:02 pm.
