Emergency Council Meeting

of the

Latta Town Council

January 19, 2012
5:30 PM

The Latta Town Council held an emergency meeting at 5:30 pm on Thursday, January 19, 2012.  The following were present:  Councilmembers Shelley, Stoops, Reaves, Mason, and Mayor Brigman.  Mayor Brigman called the meeting to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and prayer.
Highway 301/501 Relocation Project.
Mayor Brigman advised Council that she had received a call from John Walsh of the South Carolina Department of Transportation.  Mr. Walsh asked what the Town had decided to do regarding the relocating of service lines along Highways 301 and 501.  Mayor Brigman advised Mr. Walsh that the Town was not going to do anything.  Mr. Walsh stated that was not an option.  He advised Mayor Brigman that if the Town did not honor the contract, the SCDOT would pursue legal means.  Mayor Brigman stated that she had spoken with the Town Attorney regarding the matter.  Councilman Stoops made a motion to enter into executive session in order to receive the advice from the Town Attorney.  Councilman Mason seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Shelley – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Reaves – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.
Council entered Executive Session at 5:36 pm.

Councilwoman Williams entered at 5:38 pm.

Council returned to regular session at 5:45 pm.
Mayor Brigman stated that she had advised Council of the advice she had received from the Town Attorney during Executive Session.

Councilman Mason asked why the SCDOT had not begun with the project.  Discussion followed.

Mayor Brigman advised Council that she was on the agenda for the Dillon County Council Meeting next Wednesday at 4:00 pm.  She asked that Town Councilmembers attend if possible.  Mayor Brigman stated that she was going to address this issue with the County Council.

Councilman Stoops stated that he was in the Highway 301/501 area and saw a red-headed woodpecker.  He stated that he believed it was an endangered species.

Mayor Brigman asked Council how they would like for her to address the question from Mr. Walsh.  Councilman Stoops stated that Mayor Brigman should advise him that the Council felt mislead by the SCDOT but that there was an agreement in place and the Town would abide by it; however, if the Town did receive funding, it would repay the SCDOT.

Councilman Stoops made a motion to adjourn.  Councilwoman Williams seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Shelley – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Williams – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Reaves – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 6:08 pm.
