Regular Council Meeting
of the 

Latta Town Council

February 9, 2012
7:00 PM

The Latta Town Council held a regular meeting at 7:00 pm on Thursday, February 9, 2012.  The following were present:  Councilmembers Shelley, Stoops, Williams, Reaves, Mason,  and Mayor Brigman.  Mayor Brigman called the meeting to order followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and prayer.
Minutes from Regular Council Meeting, January 12, 2012.

Councilman Mason made a motion to accept the minutes of the January 12, 2012, Regular Council Meeting as presented.  Councilman Reaves seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Shelley – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Williams – Aye, Reaves – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.
Minutes from Emergency Council Meeting, January 19, 2012.

Councilman Stoops made a motion to accept the minutes of the January 19, 2012, Emergency Council Meeting as presented.  Councilman Mason seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Shelley – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Williams – Aye, Reaves – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Minutes from Called Council Meeting, February 3, 2012.

Councilwoman Williams made a motion to accept the minutes of the February 3, 2012, Called Council Meeting as presented.  Councilman Stoops seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Shelley – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Williams – Aye, Reaves – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

First Reading of Ordinance 2012.01 – An Ordinance Adopting Water and Sewer Rates for Resident Water Users of the Town of Latta, South Carolina.  

Mayor Brigman read Ordinance 2012.01.  Councilman Mason stated that “who shall connect” should be changed to “who is connected or shall connect” in order to prevent any confusion.  Councilman Stoops noted that monetary wording needed to match the monetary notation.  Councilwoman Williams made a motion to adopt the First Reading of Ordinance 2012.01 – An Ordinance Adopting Water and Sewer Rates for Resident Water Users of the Town of Latta, South Carolina with the changes.  Councilman Reaves seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Shelley – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Williams – Aye, Reaves – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

First Reading of Ordinance 2012.02 – An Ordinance Adopting Water and Sewer Rates for Nonresident Water Users of the Town of Latta, South Carolina.

Mayor Brigman read Ordinance 2012.02.  Councilwoman Williams made a motion to adopt the First Reading of Ordinance 2012.02 – An Ordinance Adopting Water and Sewer Rates for Nonresident Water Users of the Town of Latta, South Carolina with the changes made in Ordinance 2012.01.  Councilman Mason seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Shelley – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Williams – Aye, Reaves – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Mayoral Report.

Mayor Brigman advised Council that Chief Bobby Powers had requested an executive session in order to discuss a personnel matter.  Councilman Stoops made a motion to enter into executive session in order to discuss a personnel matter.  Councilman Mason seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Shelley – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Williams – Aye, Reaves – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Council entered Executive Session at 7:11 pm.

Council returned to Regular Session at 7:30 pm.

Mayor Brigman thanked Harold Snipes and the Public Works Department for their hard work as well as the other department heads.
Mayor Brigman stated that considerable paving was taking place at Academy Street Park for the new school which is being constructed.  She further stated that considerable work was taking place around town and that this should benefit the Town’s economy.

Mayor Brigman stated that she was asked to check into means of support for the Water and Sewer Departments.  She advised Council that company was interested in the Town’s system but that extreme consideration needs to be given before undertaking that decision.

Mayor Brigman advised Council that the Rural Water Association would be meeting on February 23, 2012, at the City of Dillon Wellness Center.  She encouraged Council to attend stating that Council may be able to meet people who may be able to assist the Town with funding.

Mayor Brigman stated that Dillon County would not be able to assist the Town financially with the Highway 301/501 Relocation Project.  However, she had received calls from Senator Williams and Representative Hayes pledging their work on a direct grant for the Town.
Mayor Brigman advised Council that there would be a working session on February 23, 2012, at 7:00 pm.  

Mayor Brigman announced that Chief Bobby Powers would be retiring effective March 1, 2012.  In his letter announcing his intent to retire, Chief Powers recommended Lt. Crystal Moore as a replacement.  Mayor Brigman named Crystal Moore as in-coming Chief.  Lt. Moore thanked Council for their support and stated she was looking forward to working with them.  Councilman Stoops asked if this was making history.  Mayor Brigman stated that it was since Lt. Moore will be the Town’s first female Police Chief.

Mayor Brigman advised Council that Chief Powers’s retirement luncheon would be held at the Latta Community Center on February 28, 2012, at noon.  She invited Council to attend.  She also advised Council that there would be a drop-in for Chief Powers on March 1, 2012, for other officers in the county to attend.

Department Reports.

Chief Bobby Powers, Police Department – reviewed written report with Council.  Chief Powers thanked Council for the opportunity to serve the Town.
Harold Snipes, Public Works – advised Council that things were going well with the sewer system.  He stated that the department had replaced the water line on NW Railroad Avenue near the Town Hall for about $1500.00.  He advised Council that with the Mayor’s permission the department would begin replacing the line on Dew Street next week.  He stated that they will be open digging instead of boring.  Mr. Snipes stated that they would be doing the same thing on NE Railroad Avenue from Rice Street to Academy Street after Dew Street was completed.
Mr. Snipes advised Council that two weeks ago the water system dropped and he thought that the Town had a major leak.  He traced the problem to Rock Tenn who was filling a 300,000 gallon tank and had not notified the Town.  Mr. Snipes stated that he has spoken with Rock Tenn and that they will notify the Town prior to filling the tank and that they will pay for the water.  This will help maintain an even pressure in the water system and should help with leaks.
Mr. Snipes encouraged Council to attend the Rural Water meeting on February 23, 2012.

Councilman Mason asked Mr. Snipes if the water Rock Tenn would be using to fill the tank would be metered.  Mr. Snipes stated that usage would be calculated and billed.  Mr. Snipes also stated that he had met with Rock Tenn and that they would possibly pay for the WER study.  They are awaiting approval from higher management.
Ann Jackson, Parks and Recreation –  advised Council that the basketball season was coming to an end.  She stated that having an officer present at the game helps a lot.  Ms. Jackson thanked Lt. Moore for attending the games.
Ms. Jackson advised Council that she had met with a Pepsi representative and that Pepsi was donating a football scoreboard, a stand-up cooler, and two portable coolers to the park.

Ms. Jackson advised Council that sign up for baseball, softball, and t-ball had begun.

Councilman Stoops asked about the Ryan Lee Foundation Tournament.  Ms. Jackson stated that it would be held the last Friday in March and that the Foundation had drug the fields last weekend.

Councilman Mason asked if the school had contacted her about their upcoming softball tournament.  Ms. Jackson stated that they had and that the school would be using the canteen and fields at Academy Street Park.

Ernest Barrentine, Clerk/Treasurer –  had presented Council with a written report.
Council Reports.

Councilman Shelley –  asked if there was an ordinance against burning trash within the town limits.  Mayor Brigman advised him that there was an ordinance in place.  Chief Powers stated that the burning of leaves was allowed but that trash could not be burned and that if such were to occur, the police department should be notified.
Councilman Shelley inquired into who was responsible for cleaning the ditches in town.  Mayor Brigman stated that the Town was responsible for the ditches located in town.

Councilwoman Stoops –  asked if the tree which had been cut down in front of Abingdon Manor had been replaced.  The Mayor stated it had not.  Councilman Stoops stated that he believed that the person who cut it down should replace it. 
Councilwoman Williams – thanked the public for attending and congratulated Lt. Moore for being named as the in-coming Chief of Police. 
Councilwoman Williams thanked Chief Powers for the great job he had done and the other department heads for their work.

Councilwoman Williams showed Council the complaint form that is now available in the Town Hall for citizen complaints.  This will allow complaints to be followed up on.  Councilman Stoops asked if the committee chair persons shouldn’t get a copy of the form so that they can be aware of any complaints.  Councilwoman Williams agreed that it was a good idea.

Councilman Reaves – thanked the departments for all their work.  He also congratulated Lt. Moore on being named the in-coming Chief of Police.  Councilman Reaves also thanked Chief Powers for his service.
Councilman Mason – asked Mr. Snipes if he had heard anything from MarCo concerning the water reading system.  Mr. Snipes stated that Doug Hooks had said he would hold onto the system for a couple of weeks.  Mr. Snipes stated that he would ask Mr. Hooks when MarCo would need their first payment on the system.  Discussion followed.
Councilman Mason asked Mayor Brigman if she had spoken to the Town Attorney concerning Republic Contracting.  Mayor Brigman stated that she had and that she had spoken with the Comptroller at Republic and they had stated they were still waiting to hear from the engineer.  The Town Attorney is supposed to call back tomorrow.  Councilman Mason asked if the Town Attorney had contacted a contract attorney concerning the situation.  Mayor Brigman stated that the Town Attorney doesn’t think the Town needs to consult a contract attorney at this time.  Discussion followed.

Who-so-ever Will.

Mr. Allen Brigman of Smith Street stated that he saw one seat vacant on the Council Bench.  Mr. Brigman stated that if a councilmember could not attend over fifty percent of the meetings then something was wrong.

Jeannie Shelley of Dew Street showed Council a water sample she had collected after it had been through the filtering system at her house.  She stated that she just wanted to make Council aware of the water quality but that Mr. Snipes had answered he question.

David Earl Shelley of Dew Street thanked Chief Powers for his service and congratulated Lt. Moore.

Lafon Legette, Jr., also thanked Chief Powers for his service and congratulated Lt. Moore.  

Mr. Legette also stated that Dew Street is one of the prettiest streets in town as is Church Street.  He stated that he hoped the trees on Dew Street would be preserved while the Town was replacing the water line.
Councilwoman Williams made a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Mason seconded the motion.  The vote was recorded as follows:  Shelley – Aye, Stoops – Aye, Brigman – Aye, Williams – Aye, Reaves – Aye, and Mason – Aye.  Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:06 pm.
